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What hurt most about the debacle in the 
^ desert was. not the failure, or even the 
; deaths. What hurt most is that it seemed so 
frustratingly familiar. .. 

In the end, all our might and all our proud 
tradition of daring resulted only in reinforc- 
■ ing our growing • feeling of impotence. Once 
again America, the Gulliver of the age, was 
. stuck in the sand. We couidn^t even get tlie 
= bodies out.,-. » ‘ . ' 

. Auiencans '' have b^^ accustomed 
witnessmg; grave -events p^ 

,:liye '^d ' in color’ loyef,^^ 
years -Mw. . They have . also' 'become?- accus-^^ 
; . .; tomed, sadlji^, not to . ex^ the happy ' endr 
ings most of us had come to believe- was an 
Apierican’s birthrignt. What they awoke to 
yesterday morning was the latest act in a 
succession of events that leaves more a feel- 
. ing of depression than rage. 

. • Outside the White House, after the somber 
news from Iran had been given to the people 
by the' president, the usual lines of tourists 
formed. In other times of crisis— the death 
of a president, the impending resignation of 
. one, the sudden attack that means war— the 
crowds around the Executive Mansion be- 
come a mirror of the nation, whether tense, 
angry, or sorrowful. ^ v 

But yesterday, among the toiudsts, ’ that 



sense of spipaethihg extraordinary , was bf the tiny Lilliputians snaring 

V . the mighty giant with their tangle of threads. 

, ^No tight httle toots Of people stood -g^ ;,J-We felt the same; way during the dong years 
through the ^on 'V^hite House .fence; ^fivetedr when.. all our modein power and 

en our syrntoL pf goyeraaiictf and^^^to^ militajiy . technology couldn’t blast 

, uon^ w^i as m past^o radios blossomed tenacious peasants burrowed in 

mysteriously, holding people ,rigi4^^ ■; their tunnels and hiding in the jungles. 

• X ‘ r / ^ . X i Expressions of ii;^humiliatipn, deprbssioh: ^ 

^ : ^homal:^ were coihinonplace' across America 

slogan^ put it 

Reagan ^t eech:^^ef:w^^ < 

House ;fl^. staited -^ff^ in bnxAiudl. ^ • . • . . 

biut^;4iio strain.-^"^W v?^ 

^^>.was"evideni^_;^^ 

■ That absence .of to? m ^he^^ ' L ■ ^ 
bcc^iqh :too> ha^^oB^ 

of ;^5^erien^ - ' 

something aU fob vfa^m Another' p a'ifrf iii^ ““ 

humiliating ^] 0 i^pde:h^^ 

- Jbaii Finc^ a teaser ^ fibm Bedford Hills, 

N.Y;, spoke fpf mdf e fhan herself when she 
' said:': ..X: '• 

‘‘We heard the news this morning at the 
campsite Penn oh Route 1 in Maryland. We 
couldnf beUeye it^ W^ were shocked. Sur-- 
prised. It wasnf Eis failure.' It was circuin-^ 




Calls around the .-country brought these 
reactions: 

“I heard it this morning,” said Fred 



V.. J.J, TTcio VJJ.V.AXAXX-' * bxxxd luuiiiiiig, . saiu rrea 

stances. We have too; . mpehv a^ manager of a furniture store 

together: ; : a sup- 



this machinery— it’s Utoja gitot iiirkh . port-the hostag^^^^ 

ms hands tied behind his kabk, standing inr' ,;,;S^ 

front of a pipsqueak mouse. A crazy :plp- : ; Sherman said.- “It’s incto^ we’d 



squeak mouse.’’ 
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. modern-bay mconceivable t^ 'em to get 

. . '? — -11: — — IX; - -■ .•V'-.-' \ ^ '/ r^.-- " 



pe a term like ‘mechanical problems.’ It's 

get 
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away with it. I totally support the presK 
dent. I feel very badly, but we 're hot ^ 
break up and bust 0^t at .th^ 'seam 
In Panhandle, Tex,^ George and liottfe ' 
Eller, like their fellow citizens, had bare- 
ly begun another day wl>en their routine 
was ^shattered. x.;: .;c\; :• 

had just got-ppt pi 

it oh TV,” she recalled. woke George up 
and said; 1 can’t beliye ftiy ;'eyes, Qeprge. ' 

■ You^ook’.” 5; ^ 

Her husband,^^ a' wieat- ^ 
t “I think if ypu’rp 'goMa^ 
could : do it a 4^t hetter; ' If you’re gohhar * 
use your elit% capability, dp it,, do it right, a; ; 
and get it over with. r • - v i;. • 

The Ellers, . typically,- engaged in some 
•preliminary postmortems. a;/ 

Lottie*: ‘‘We^* :mhde::^our /. mistake in' the . ^ 
beginning by not ^goiiigdn. It’s hot 50 hbs- . .. 
tages. It’s, the whole U.S:**^h:' •• 
George: “It’s pur whole country and our 
whole image that’s being held hostage.”:^ . 

Buti as always in the immedfkte first wave - 
of reaction to. a. crisis, there was , ,no scape-, i 1. 
,, goa.ting, . Americans rallied behind their >' 
president and struck a= stance of ;> national 
vimity.;;;^-^. - 

^ 10 hours 'after the president wdnt - ^ 

on national TV, the Wiite Hdtise hacf re- ' • 
ceived 3,210 calls ;and 1'739 telegrams. They : 



'^were pyerwhelmingly supportive-r84 percenlT 
;J>iof the; callers . made positive Iremarks^ an^T 
0SO did '73 r^rcen^^ those sen^g telegr 
That is the traditionai patt&h. 

senators, though, reported a more- 
mixed; reaction from their constituenw^ 
j^“Word is that our calls are ihnning: against;^" 

jjsaid ai spokesman for^New 

■ Javits, a Republican. Expressions of strong 
..support there were balanced by people who 

• deplored the use of force.’ " • ; " ■ ‘ ^ ’ 

Ohio Senw^Jphn Glenn’s offices , showed ^ 
split. Reactions ran from, r; “what V 
,.r hiiimbling fool he; had to be to. fry to 
. should, support him.’* ^ 
y .. more vtelUng indication of tliei 

^ Rational mood came from. Sen.; John ToWenT 
^^-Tex.). .He found the volume of rresponadA 
M this latest -dramatic news, from Iran' notv 
as' heavy, as when: the hostages* were- taken 
nearly six months ago, ' " / , ' V 

Most Americans woiUd not be, surprised ^ 

• that report. It’s not tl^t they <jarf less.' 



learned,- painfully, . that their surges of iopei 
seem destined, to be foUpwed by heartbreakiiig.ir 
‘setbacks.- :f;.. - -K- v'-’*" 

;;;'That charred American , weckage an^ " 

•burned American bodies lying now on the Midr^^ 
-■hast sands, are another monument, to. anoth^ 
disappointment, ’-i »*• ' -v 
'• : Staff mited ^Nkholas Ler^ 

H&this report) ■ . y r. y- ;* y a, • . 
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